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Mr. Speaker, Shawn was a dedicated public 
servant, but he was first-and-foremost a loving 
father and husband and a fierce friend. Those 
who knew Shawn adored him for his gen-
erous, considerate nature and robust sense of 
humor. It was impossible not to take notice of 
his stature as we watched the community rally 
behind him and his family, doing all they could 
to help the man they had come to love. Sadly, 
last week Shawn’s long battle with cancer 
came to a close. He leaves behind his wife of 
almost sixteen years, his two teenage daugh-
ters and too many friends to count. 

William Faulkner once said he refused to 
accept the concept of death ‘‘because [man] 
has a soul, a spirit capable of compassion and 
sacrifice and endurance.’’ Faulkner continued, 
saying that it is our duty to ensure this endur-
ance by reminding men of ‘‘the courage and 
honor and hope and pride and compassion 
and pity and sacrifice which have been the 
glory of his past.’’ Mr. Speaker, it is doubtless 
that Shawn Webb’s story is one that is filled 
with all of the virtues that Faulkner described. 
It is my honor to rise today in his remem-
brance, and to commit to the record of history 
Shawn’s legacy of love, service and honor. 
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Laurie Ann Melrood. For more than 40 
years, Laurie Melrood has dedicated her life to 
social justice, speaking as a voice for people 
with no voice in the United States and other 
countries. Her initiative and persistence have 
changed the lives of countless individuals and 
communities. 

The oldest of three children of Paul Melrood 
and Gitel Kastrul, Laurie Melrood is a second 
generation American. Her Jewish relatives sur-
vived pogroms in the Ukraine from which her 
father fled as an infant. Her life has been 
characterized by service since her earliest 
days. 

As a young person in the 1960’s, she advo-
cated with African American and Jewish youth 
for desegregation of Milwaukee Public 
Schools. 

She lived, worked, and studied in Israel dur-
ing the late 1960’s. 

She was a member of the International As-
sociation of Yiddish Clubs. 

In 1971, for her undergraduate internship at 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, she 
started Pathfinders, a shelter for runaway 
teens. 

In 1972–1973, Laurie served as a commu-
nity mental health worker in the ‘‘Back of the 
Yards’’ neighborhood in South Chicago. 

In 1975, she graduated with a Master’s De-
gree in Community Social Work from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison. For her grad-
uate internship she started a community serv-
ice project for high school seniors who re-
ceived credit for their service. 

In 1974–1982, Laurie served as the Pro-
gram Director of Jewish Social Services in 

Madison, Wisconsin. She established the cul-
turally-based and ground breaking model 
L’Chaim Program for seniors at Madison Jew-
ish Social Services, breaking the social isola-
tion of Jewish and non-Jewish seniors. 

From 1981–1982, Laurie was the Director 
for Community Action on Latin America in 
Madison, WI. 

From 1982–1986, she was a principle orga-
nizer in South Texas and Wisconsin for the 
Underground Railroad and Public Sanctuary of 
the National Sanctuary Movement helping ref-
ugees from Central America to find shelter in 
the United States. She also assisted numer-
ous refugees immigrate from Russia and Iran 
to the United States through HIAS, a Jewish 
Refugee Aid Agency. 

From 1986–1990, Ms. Melrood assisted 
Central American refugee minor children who 
were detained in Texas by placing them with 
sponsoring families. 

In 1992, Laurie became a staff member for 
the Pima County Juvenile Court’s Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate Program, she re-
cruited volunteers to accompany and advocate 
for youth in the juvenile justice system. At 
Pima County Juvenile Court she also served 
as the Adoptions Examiner, specializing in for-
eign adoptions. 

In 1994, she was one of three co-founders 
of a health training project in northern Guate-
mala, specializing in acupuncture and medical 
aid. The program is unique in training rural 
health promoters in acupuncture for curative 
medicine. 

In 2000, Laurie was a principle program or-
ganizer and collaborator; starting the Kinship 
and Adoptions Resource Center KA.R.E. Fam-
ily Center (KARE) in Tucson, Arizona in 2002. 
KARE is a full service family program helping 
grandparents and relatives who are raising 
grandchildren. This center has become a 
model of social services of its kind for the na-
tion. Laurie has presented this model at child 
welfare conferences, written about the unmet 
need of this growing national population of 
Americans, and strongly advocated for their 
empowerment. 

Mr. Speaker, Laurie Ann Melrood is a true 
leader of social justice. Her lifetime work of 
social service and advocacy in the United 
States and Latin America profoundly affected 
the lives of innumerable individuals. I want to 
thank her for her service to this country and to 
the international community. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a good friend and great 
American who passed away tragically on No-
vember 18, 2006. The Defense Language In-
stitute is dedicating its newest classroom 
building for Middle Eastern languages in honor 
of Alfie Tawfick Khalil. 

Alfie, who was a native of Egypt, came to 
this country in the late 1960s. In 1979, Alfie 
joined the faculty of the Monterey, CA De-
fense Language Institute (DLI) where he 
taught Arabic to U.S. military personnel. He 
soon stood out as a leader among the DLI 

faculty. In 1980, he became a shop steward 
with AFGE Local 1263, the union representing 
the DLI faculty. By 1987 he was elected presi-
dent of Local 1263. 

In the post 9–11 world, foreign language ca-
pacity is a national security tool. In 2005, Gen-
eral John Abizaid, former Commander of U.S. 
Central Command, testified before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Qual-
ity of Life and Veterans Affairs, that the ‘‘ability 
to cross the cultural divide is not an Army 
issue. It is a national issue. We have to be 
able to deal with the people in the rest of the 
world as the globe shrinks in terms of commu-
nication and problem solving and sharing.’’ As 
the world’s largest foreign language school, 
DLI plays an indispensable role in moving this 
defense strategy forward. But DLI can’t do it 
without its faculty. They are native speakers of 
their mother languages who, like Alfie, come 
from the distant places of the globe to help 
our nation better defend itself. 

Alfie understood this and made the advo-
cacy for DLI faculty and staff his life’s work. 
After my first election to Congress, I learned 
quickly that there were two people I needed to 
know at DLI: the commandant, a Colonel who 
would move on or retire after a two year stint, 
and Alfie, who would always be there rep-
resenting the best interests of the faculty. Alfie 
made his presence felt in so many ways. 

One of the best examples of this was his 
hard work on behalf of ‘‘locality pay’’—the 
small salary boost for federal workers based in 
particularly high cost areas. Alfie pointed out 
that Monterey County was, indeed, one of 
those areas, but that the federal government 
still considered it rural so paid DLI faculty at 
much lower rates. Alfie and I worked together 
for more than three years to secure a decision 
by the Office of Personnel Management that 
Monterey County based civil service workers 
deserved locality pay. This hard work on 
Alfie’s part has helped DLI attract and retain 
the best language teachers in the world. 

However, Alfie was about more than just 
pay at DLI. He was about professionalism. 
That became clear in the most recent fight to 
keep DLI off the base closure list. Alfie was a 
never-ending resource to my office and the 
BRAC Commission. He provided information 
and statistics on the level of expertise and 
depth of training of the DLI faculty. With this 
information it was easy to make the case that 
DLI could not be recreated anywhere else— 
that it was dependent on and unique to the 
talent of the Monterey area. Alfie was a key 
player in keeping DLI open and in Monterey. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the en-
tire House of Representatives in sharing our 
sincere condolences to Alfie Khalil’s family 
both here in the United States and in Egypt 
and to his extended family of students and 
colleagues throughout the DLI community. 
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TO HONOR THE CHINESE EXPUL-
SION REMEMBRANCE PROJECT 
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer special recognition to my constituents 
and friends at the Chinese Expulsion Remem-
brance Project as they commemorate the 
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